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St Patrick’s Church, Wallington
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..Jesus said…”you are going to have the light
a little while longer .. walk while you have the light .. “
John 12.35




Gift Day for Mission
Sunday 11th June 2023
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Introduction



This year St Patrick’s Gift Day for Mission will be on Sunday 11th June, and we look forward to welcoming Mr Danny Morris of International Needs.

As you know, Ros Johnson retired as the World Mission Team Leader after many years of faithful and diligent leadership.  She set the bar high for the one who follows her.  With her replacement you are seeing a return on your investment.  St Patrick’s supported me for many of the years that I served with Africa Inland Mission International in various central African countries: Zaire, Kenya, DRC, Rwanda, as well as spells in the AIM offices in Paris and Bristol.  Those years were spent at the chalkface as I taught missionary kids, Zairian secondary school pupils, student teachers, adults, pastors, and also on the road as I served as a schools’ inspector for the church schools in northern Zaire - having to work on three African languages to accomplish those tasks.

The mission partners featured in the following pages are involved in equally challenging, demanding yet fulfilling roles around the globe.  We thank you for your involvement in World Mission by your prayer and financial giving.  World Mission may seem ‘far out there’ and foreign but now it’s here on our doorstep through contact with those from Hong Kong and Ukraine who have sought shelter in England.  Our support is also local through the Sutton Schools Work team who have amazing opportunities to present the gospel to a global audience in the London Borough of Sutton schools.

As leader of the World Mission Team, I am joined by five other members of St Patrick’s Church.  We would appreciate hearing from anyone interested in joining us in order to broaden the age and diversity range of the team.

Please take the time to peruse the World Mission notice board at the back of the church featuring updates from the Mission Partners and Mission Links.  There are copies of prayer letters and leaflets for you to take and read at your leisure.  
Do contact me if you would like to receive regular updates and prayer news from Mission Partners and do visit the various websites mentioned on the pages.  


Bridget Howard
Leader of St Patrick’s World Mission Team
June 2023
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Working with Cristo Luz del Mundo, Santa Cruz Bolivia

Church Mission Society
We partner with the local church in building community through pioneering mission, responding to practical needs through generous hospitality, financial education, and small business investment.

As mission partners with CMS in Bolivia for the last 4 years, we work alongside the local Anglican Church, located in the heart of the financial and residential centre of our rapidly growing city of Santa Cruz.  As Bolivia continues to suffer the effects of the pandemic- mainly in the areas of economic and social instability- we are building community to re-engage and reconnect with each other and God.  The community garden initiative we are championing on our church property hopes to be a tranquil, eco-friendly space amid the hustle and bustle of the busy barrio.  As a church, we aim to be present, listen to our local neighbourhood, and from there offer hospitality to serve practical needs as a natural gateway to share the transforming love of Jesus.  Our microfinance ministry exists to address the economic divide and social injustice among lower income families by investment; equipping and empowering them to open small businesses, create sustainable income and enhance their local community. Another facet to this is financial education.  Andrew is leading the men’s ministry through the Financial Freedom for Families (F4) course to equip and disciple the men of our church as potential course leaders.  We are excited to see this ministry take shape, providing financial freedom, economic stability, and community development.  Thank you for partnering with us, St Pat’s! 

Please pray for us as we work alongside our church and build relationships rooted in the love and grace of Jesus. That we would continue to seek the will of God in all things and that in everything we do, we do for His glory.
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Andrew leading the F4 course				Peart Family on a recent visit to
                            Tarija in Southern Bolivia

https://churchmissionsociety.org/people-in-mission/andrew-and-lisa-peart-bolivia/ 
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Ginny Drake
		Short-Term Opportunities Manager

Operation Mobilisation


Hello from OM in the UK’s Head Office in Shropshire!
Our Short-term Team goal is to “Inspire engagement in mission through short-term opportunities”.  My team is processing 90 applicants for 2023 so far, sending them as far as New Zealand, as high as the Himalayas, and as transient as our ships!  Speaking of which, we’ve got a new one! 

And by we, I mean OM international.[image: ]

Doulos Hope is much smaller than Logos Hope so she can sail up the Mekong River and visit many new areas, and the ship’s crew can share the Gospel in creative ways. We can send people to serve onboard for two months or more. 

We’re hosting a Hebridean outreach in the isles of Uist in August (www.uk.om.org/uk-hope-for-the-hebrides).  Please pray we would be an encouragement to the few evangelical Christians there, and pray for opportunities to share about Jesus through children’s ministry, visiting people and a good Scottish Ceilidh.  (Photo is people praying , not Ceilidh-ing!)
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We continue to provide servant-hearted people to live out God’s love in Ukraine’s neighbouring countries:  Our teams in Poland, Hungary, Romania and Moldova are grateful for short-termers going for 1 or 2 weeks to help, pray, drive, cook and minister with Ukrainian refugees who are frustrated, confused and hurting.
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Many thank yous for your prayerful & financial
support and encouragement.    
With much love, Ginny xox www.uk.om.org/shorts                  Supported by Julian Hawkins’ Home Group
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Thankyou St Pats for your amazing resources and prayer throughout 2022 and into 2023.  In 2022 we impacted positively the lives of 65,000 people across 7 nations.
We support national Christian leaders who preach the Gospel and help solve community needs.  We believe in local leadership to understand needs and respond in the most effective way.
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Ukraine - Throughout 2022 we were providing relief through IN Romania, Slovakia and Bulgaria for the thousands of families fleeing across the borders.  Today we continue providing accommodation, job seeking, food, trauma care, and schooling for Ukrainian children.  One example is a kindergarten specially constructed in Sighisoara, Romania for the women with infants whose husbands were conspicuously missing.  We sent 20 relief convoys into Ukraine through the Baptist Church network and the Bible Society, delivering 180 tons of essential provisions to communities in the far east. In November, I had the privilege of visiting this work to speak with Ukrainians who shared their trauma and despair after leaving homes and menfolk behind.

Uganda – Disabled children are often neglected and shunned in the rural culture; this transformative project has impacted the lives of 1,966 disabled children. Working with 60 schools, teachers and over 20 pastors and community leaders we are working to change perceptions of disability, helping parents and teachers to not see disability as shame and curse, but people as God’s gift made in his image. The overall goal is to include them in community life, most importantly school. At the end of 2022 nearly 2,000 children had successfully completed their first year of school.  
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Description automatically generated]Kenya - We are building a Leadership and Talent centre to support street boys from the estimated 60,000 roaming the streets of Nairobi.  Pastor Joshua ( standing), supports 60 at a time helping them with the struggles of street life. These lads daily experience hunger and violence, and to forget their pains, they turn to cheap drugs and glue sniffing.  This work was originally setup by Amanda Lunn from Purley Baptist in the 1990s.  When both Amanda and Nick returned from Kenya, International Needs took on the work and now have ambition to increase the project’s capacity, not just aiding boys on the streets, but developing their talents and future leadership. 

PRAYER – For peace in Ukraine, for Ukrainian families struggling to find new homes in other countries, for the success of the Disability Project in Uganda and for the resources to build this new centre in Nairobi.
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[image: Image]Mark & Jo Plummer
       Working in West Sussex, UK with 
BAM Global & Youth With A Mission (YWAM)
[image: Image]Mission through Business…
‘Business as mission’ (BAM) has become a key strategy for many doing global mission work – enabling the gospel to be shared in word and deed in places it wouldn’t otherwise reach. Business people can go anywhere in the world as well-respected community members, in places otherwise closed to traditional mission work.  BAM companies create jobs in areas of dire poverty and those vulnerable to human- Jack (23), Evie (15), Mark, Jo, Eddie (21)

trafficking and slavery are protected.  People who have never heard the good news of Jesus can experience it in word and deed through daily work life.  
This is true wherever you are, Wallington or Wenzhou!
Jo recently led the annual BAM Global Summit online, with around 300 people participating from 50+ nations. A unique opportunity for the BAM community to gather virtually, we heard reports from Asia, Africa and Latin America in particular. We highlighted the rapid growth in networks and BAM companies in these areas, with the goal of inspiring more to start. God is stirring up Christian leaders in business on every continent for this vision and it is exciting to see! BAM Global has recently published a new series of reports on ‘BAM and Creation Care’ and ‘BAM and the Church’, with ‘BAM and Mission Agencies’ coming later this year. The fruit of 2-3 year consultations, these reports are a resource to the global church. An exciting project for this year is the development of the BGlobal Community, a secure online portal that people doing BAM around the world can use to network year-round.
Our vision is: To release the potential of business for God’s mission purposes. We’ve now been involved in ‘business as mission’ (BAM) for 22 years and over the years our roles have changed. Jo continues to co-lead the BAM Global Network, which resources and connects the global BAM community, under the covering of the Lausanne Movement (founded by John Stott and Billy Graham in 1975, it is an international umbrella for mission initiatives and agencies). Therefore, a growing part of Jo’s job is to represent business as mission within this wider global mission network. 
Read more at: bglobal.community, businessasmission.com and bamglobal.org

Meanwhile Mark has been working at Waverley Abbey College for the past year, on a short-term basis. This assignment came to an end in April and he has just started working in a company offering services to ministries seeking to grow in the UK – another intersection of business and ministry.
Thank you St Pat’s for your support & prayers!
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Joe and Rachel Clarke
Working in Coimbra, Portugal with
Crosslinks
Student ministry and church-planting The Clarkes


We are mission partners with Crosslinks, an Anglican mission society whose vision is to bring God’s Word to God’s world.  We moved to Coimbra, Portugal, in August 2015 and have been working with the GBU, the Christian student movement here, encouraging and equipping students to live for Jesus day by day, and helping them reach out to others with the gospel.

As I write this, I have just returned from speaking at a “Grill a Christian” event in Braga, where a number of non-Christian students came along to grill me about the Bible, the Trinity, abortion, sexuality, suffering, and the cross.  It has been at events like these where there have been such wonderful opportunities to proclaim Christ, and it has been so encouraging seeing the genuine interest that many have had.  Of course, much of our time has been spent meeting up with students to chat, read the Bible together, pray, and to urge them to take hold of Christ and submit to Him as their Lord and Saviour in all the areas of their life.  However, one particular highlight for us this year were the 4 mission weeks in Lisbon, Coimbra, Aveiro, and Porto, which resulted in many students hearing the gospel for the first time, a number continuing to investigate the Christian faith in small Bible study groups, and one – Quevin – professing faith and committing his life to the Lord for the first time! 

That said, we have also been heavily involved at our local church with Sunday School, youth group, homegroup and regular preaching.  Moreover, we have been helping to lead the church planting project that began in earnest in January in our house.  Sadly, it won’t be possible next year to continue with both student ministry and a church plant, and so, in consultation with Crosslinks, we have decided to focus on the church plant for the next few years.  This is really exciting for us, as we long to reach more and more locals who live around here with the gospel, but it is also rather daunting as we leave behind the student ministry that we have loved and begin a new phase.  As always, we are so very thankful to God for your prayers and for your continued support, which we so dearly appreciate!Speaking at an international mission week


Please give thanks to God for all those who heard the gospel this year in Portugal and pray that many would come to know and trust in Jesus for themselves.  Pray too for us, as we begin this new phase in Portugal with the church plant, that the Lord might use this new community to strengthen his people and bring others in.
www.crosslinks.org

Supported by the Elson Home Group
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Open Doors works to mobilise the church to serve Christians living under religious persecution. 

[bookmark: _Hlk102747334]They do this by:

· Distributing Bibles and Christian Resources so that persecuted believers can be nourished with God's Word.
· Training Christians and church leaders so that they can stand strong for Jesus.
· Supporting victims of violence and disaster so that they can live independent, fulfilled lives.
St Pats’ links with OpenDoors were affirmed in 2022 when we welcomed Henrietta Blyth, CEO and Dan Gower, Church Relationship Manager, to preach and to worship with us on the day we celebrated the opening of our new Church Centre.  We were pleased to be able to make a substantial gift to the charity representing a tithe on the funds collected to build the Centre. 


· Bringing hope to the Middle East so that Christians can live with dignity.
· Supporting the 'Secret Children' to give them protection, provision and a Christian education.
· Speaking out in Advocacy so that the  persecuted church can be heard.
· Raising awareness and encouraging prayer so that persecuted Christians know they are not forgotten.
More than 360 million Christians worldwide suffer high levels of persecution and discrimination for their faith – that’s
a staggering 1 in 7 believers.
Violence against Christians in sub-Saharan Africa has hit new heights as jihadists seek to make Africa the first Islamic continent. 
Persecution of Christians in Nigeria has now spread further south and is causing widespread devastation and trauma to Christian communities.
In China only state-approved religious organisations, such as the Three-Self Patriotic Movement can now share religious material on the internet.
In Iran, house churches are regularly raided and Christians sent to prison on loosely defined charges. Unemployment among young Christians is high, while children are vulnerable to bullying from peers and teachers at school. 
Pro DEO Church, Craiova, Romania
Led by Pastor Doru Tiulete
We exist to glorify God and be part of his expanding Kingdom
Mission: Leading the next generation into a growing relationship with Christ 
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Description automatically generated]Pro DEO has had a partnering relationship with St Pat’s for more than 10 years, with numerous summer camps for children and teens run jointly.  Since Covid, we have successfully run camps and these are continuing in 2023, including a kids and teens camp in Moldova.   There are already 44 teens booked in for our summer camp and 25-30 volunteers from Pro DEO to help.

A huge priority for us is to complete the building of the new church centre, which will be used to reach out to local people, bring them into the building and we pray, into the Kingdom. 

We have good contacts with many local parents and would love to run events for them, for example a weekend conference to have plenty of fun and also some teaching on parenting, marriage, health/diet, etc.

The Fly-High Club, which meets in the same building as the church presently meets, welcomes around 300 kids aged 5-18 for after school activities and lessons.  We can also share the gospel with these unchurched kids and teens.

We are so thankful to God for parents sending their kids on the camps, for progress with the new build, and for all the volunteers.  This picture shows our first worship service in the unfinished building, and we long for this to be an everyday reality.  More funds are still needed to complete the centre.
[image: ]

Pray with us for:
· Wisdom to bring the right people into the church leadership team
· The volunteers for summer camps. 25 – 30 volunteers
· The teens and kids (44 already booked in) who will attend the summer camps
· Strategic plans, ideas and opportunities for using the new building to great effect
· Funding for build – needing around €100K to complete the Centre
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Description automatically generated]                                                      Terry and Frances Barratt Working with SEAN                       (Study by Extension for All Nations)  www.seaninternational.org





Terry and Frances have been supported by St. Pat’s for many years. 
SEAN was created in South America in 1971.  It is a ministry that produces Bible study courses that are now used in over a hundred countries and have been translated into 80 languages.  It is estimated that 200,000 Christian men and women study SEAN courses each year. 

This is how the system works:

[image: A person writing on a book

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Without leaving their local churches, students study their SEAN courses at home during the week.  They are passionate about their need to know God’s word.

[image: C:\Users\Terrick\Pictures\china 2.png]Then once a week, guided by a tutor they meet together to share and plan how they are going to use what they have learned in their personal lives and ministries.

[image: C:\Users\Terrick\Pictures\China 3.JPG]This testimony of a 24-year old student illustrates what is happening and speaks for the thousands of his Chinese colleagues:  “Through this opportunity to study SEAN, I am very thankful to experience God in a fresh and real way in my life.  I realised that I am called to spread the Gospel.  I really want to love and serve my neighbours and believe that God will give me the strength to overcome difficulties which I face every day because I know that Jesus overcame the world”.








Please pray for SEAN, as with limited personnel and resources, they seek to keep up with the continued demand for their courses from all over the world.  

Supported by the Armitages’ Home Group
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Sutton Schools Work


Sutton Schoolswork is a Christian Charity that is passionate about supporting students in Sutton to understand and explore Christianity and to develop spiritually, morally and socially.  Within the London Borough of Sutton there are 45 Primary schools and 15 Secondary schools and we aim to support all those schools in a variety of ways.  All of this is achieved not just through our Schools Workers and their volunteers but also with the support of churches and their Children and Youth workers.  A Management Committee and Board of Directors oversee the work and consist of teachers, head teachers, local clergy, youth workers and church members.  Sutton Schoolswork is prayerfully and financially supported by individuals and churches of various denominations.

Sutton Schoolswork has been working in primary schools in Sutton for more than 25 years.  We are passionate about giving children the opportunity - in their schools - to meet local Christians and discover what it means to be a Christian in the 21st century.  We care deeply about supporting children to explore big questions and to develop spiritually, morally and socially.  We offer free half-termly assemblies and a range of workshops, lessons and iwonder spaces.

Our work in secondary schools has grown over the years.  Most people tremble at the thought of standing in front of hundreds of teenagers and sharing an inspirational thought, a short story, or a message for the day…. but we absolutely love it!  
We deliver tailor-made lessons, assemblies and much more, including 6th Form Conference Days and running Christian Unions. 

The Easter Experience
It still blows my mind just how impactful this is.  Over 1500 children attended across the three weeks at the three venues, and so many of them asked probing questions of us afterwards.  Every cast member performed brilliantly, both in their portrayal of their character, and in responding so honestly to the children.  Praise God that we were able to tell this wonderful, earth-shattering, and life-changing story so many times, despite the teacher strikes, the weather, and the inevitable illnesses which come along every year.  Thank God that every time we lost a cast member due to illness, He provided a replacement, even if they had to be located on the actual morning itself! Pray that every child (and of course every adult who came along to support the children) was moved to wonder, and, like Mary, to ponder.  Is this true, and can He be my friend too? 
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tel: 020 8644 2800
email: secretary@suttonschoolswork.co.uk
web: suttonschoolswork.co.uk

Supported by Martin Rowlands’ Home Group
Peter Bisset
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Formerly worked in Nepal with the International Nepal Fellowship (INF), now living in Wallington promoting ITEEN courses (SEAN courses in Nepali) among Nepalis around the world visiting Nepal once a year. 
Many of you know how the churches in Asia, Africa and South America have been growing over the last 70-100 years.  In Nepal we had a total of 500 baptised believers in 1970 and now it’s estimated at over 1 million.  No one really knows the number but is seen enough of a threat to Nepal’s stability and culture and to cause the 2015 New Constitution to make it a ‘criminal offence’ to even just try to persuade someone to become a Christian!  However, not many believers have been brought to court for this ‘crime‘ so far and new churches continue to be planted. 
One such initiative is with Beaconlight Trust.  After Pastor Kumar Gurung had seen CrossCheck on the Beaconlight website (10–12 years ago) he was able to get it translated into Nepali for use in personal evangelism.  With my experience of working in Nepal and knowledge of Nepali I was able to check out the translation. 
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]Pastor’s one room is to the left with thatched roof. On the right side is the church
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Entrance to Pastor’s house + water storage!

Peter and Kumar



The booklet CrossCheck has been used successfully in Kumar’s church and other churches he relates to in Nepal.  Also Nepali Christian students have used the booklet extensively in their personal and group evangelism.  Last year God gave Kumar the vision to use CrossCheck to found a new church in a remote area of West Nepal.  This year they have founded the church, travelling half way across the country by motorbike on various occasions to this group who had never heard the gospel before.  Now 50 believers meet together.  The Pastor has been disowned by his own family for rejecting Hinduism and becoming a follower of Jesus.  Young Pastor Narayan has been given ‘seed’ funding of 3 breeding goats for his self-support.  Please pray for this young church for God’s protection for it and its Pastor, and that God will bless it and use it to bring others to faith in Jesus in this remote and un-evangelised part of Nepal.

I recommend two books by Sharon James.  How Christianity Transformed the World increased my understanding of how the church has been salt and light and has transformed the world. The Lies We are Told, the Truth We Must Hold seeks to give an overview of worldviews and their consequences.

This year I made my first trip to Nepal in 3 years 1st Feb–27th March. 
I became ill again with severe breathlessness after 3 days in Nepal. An angiogram in Nepal couldn’t find any cause for this but an echocardiogram showed that my heart was only functioning at 40% of its capacity. Please pray that the cause will be found. I’m very limited in what I can do at present.                                        Thank you for all your prayers, care and concern.






































































Partnering with Mission



We hope that you have enjoyed reading about our Mission Partners.  The Mission Gift Day is a real opportunity to bless these individuals who have been so bold in serving God, by contributing financially to their needs.  It is a great way to spend our money on something which will have an eternal effect.

Please now complete your Pledge Form and make a payment in any of the following three ways:

· Make a bank transfer to St Patrick’s Church and either scan the pledge form and email it to Treasurer@stpats.org.uk or post it to the address given on the return envelope.  It’s important that you return the pledge form even if you plan to give by direct bank transfer. 
· Put your cheque and pledge form in the pre-addressed envelope provided, add a stamp and post it. 
· If you would like to make a cash donation do not send any money by post, simply return your pledge form either by email or in the envelope provided.  You can bring the envelope to the Mission Gift Day service on 11th June or alternatively put the envelope in the church office pigeon hole or deliver it to the church office at any time.

If you have any query regarding your donation to Gift Day for Mission, please do contact our Treasurer, Janis Hawkins on 020 8642 5951.  We will need your pledge sheet because:

· it will tell us how you’d like your donation to be allocated; and
· if you are a UK taxpayer and complete the Gift Aid part of the pledge form, you can significantly increase your donation at no extra cost to yourself.

[image: Happy National Thank You Day! - Inventionland]
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60 years of serving persecuted Christians
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